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Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards
A One Day Course

The Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards will have a considerable impact 
on NHS, PCT and local authority staff. In 2004, the Bournewood 
judgment in the European Court of Human Rights made a clear 
statement; a person lacking capacity could not be kept in an 
environment which detained them without formal legal authority. 
In other words, an ‘informal’ or ‘voluntary’ admission of those 
lacking capacity to consent to admission was unlawful if the person 
was subject to care conditions that were so restrictive it effectively 
resulted in their detention.

The Deprivation of Liberty Safeguards (DOLS) which amend the 
Mental Capacity Act are designed to resolve the ‘Bournewood gap’. 
The DOLS will ensure that where a person lacks capacity and the 
Mental Health Act is not or cannot be used to secure their detention, 
there is a viable legislative alternative.  Without it, those placing or 
keeping someone lacking capacity in care homes and hospitals under 
certain conditions without legal authority can face legal challenge. 

Staff need to know how the new legislation will affect them, their 
working practices and the people they provide services for. This course 
provides the essential knowledge that staff need in order to work 
with and implement DOLS effectively and ensure compliance with the 
legislation. Practical issues in using the legislation are addressed.

WHO IS THIS COURSE FOR?

All mental health and learning disability staff (NHS or local 
authority) who work in situations where people lack capacity to 
admission and care and are placed on wards or in residential care. 

SUMMARY OF CONTENT

 An overview of the key parts of the MCA 2005
 What is a Deprivation of Liberty? 
 Alternatives to Deprivation of Liberty
 When a Deprivation of Liberty can be authorised
 Managing Authorities 
 Supervisory Authorities
 When Managing Authorities should apply for authorisation
 Standard and Urgent Authorisations
 The DOLS assessments
 Reviews of the Authorisation
 The right to advocacy
 The Role of the Person’s Representative
 Challenges and Emergencies

LONDON - FRIDAY 10TH JULY 2009 - SHELTER
LONDON - FRIDAY 25TH  SEPTEMBER 2009 - SHELTER

MANCHESTER - FRIDAY 20TH NOVEMBER - UNIVERSITY
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Cheques should be made payable to ‘Matrix Training Associates Ltd’ and sent to; 
2 The Green, North Waltham, Hampshire RG25 2BQ 
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Cancellation Policy: Please note that due to the terms and conditions of nominated training venues, 
Matrix Training Associates has to operate a strict cancellation policy. Your completed application form 
represents a firm booking in the delegate’s name. A change of name of delegates is permitted up to, 

and including the date of this training course. However, all other cancellations are subject to the 
following cancellation terms, unless any fault is attributable to Matrix Training Associates Ltd. 

 
CANCELLATION  TERMS 

30 + DAYS NOTICE FULL REFUND 
21-29 DAYS 50% REFUND 
0-21 DAYS 0% REFUND 

 


	DOLS 2009
	BOOKING FORM DOLS

